The classification and management of skin and soft tissue infections.
Skin and soft tissue infections (SSTIs) are a common problem in patients presenting to the emergency department, varying from mild local inflammation to necrotizing fasciitis. SSTI were the 2nd most common indication for antibiotic use in Europe in 2006. Currently, the National Institute of Clinical Excellence (a UK based independent organization responsible for providing national guidance on the promotion of good health and the prevention and treatment of ill health) has not published any guidelines for the classification and management of these patients. This is a review of the evidence around attempts at developing classification systems for SSTI and their management. It also considers the financial implications for both the patient and the healthcare system and the personal ramifications for patients.